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A Brief Study of the 144,000_ part two

1. Our objective is to reveal from God’s words that every faithful person who died since October 22, 1844 (specifically after 1847 when the 
Lord revealed to Ellen White the Sabbath truth - see Early Writings, page 32), in the faith of the third angel’s message and kept the 
Sabbath, until the last martyr, will be reckoned among the 144,000 in these last days.
2. Note: We shall analyze Ellen White’s first vision recorded in Early Writings, pages 13-20. Let us read the paragraph that pertains to our 
topic.       “Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' coming. The living saints, 
144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spoke 
the time, He poured upon us the Holy Ghost, and our faces began to light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he 
came down from Mount Sinai. The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united.” {EW 15.0}  

3. Note: Ellen White states that the vision that is written out in Early Writings, page 15 is the same as the vision in Early Writings page 285. 
Therefore, we must compare both statements to discover who comprise the 144,000. The following statement confirms the previous 
thought.
 “In my first book you will find the only statement in regard to the day and hour of Christ's coming that I have made since the 
passing of the time in 1844. It is found in Early Writings, pages 11, 27, and 145, 146 [pages 15, 34, and 285, present edition]. All refer to 
the announcement that will be made just before the second coming of Christ.  {1SM 75.2}  
     By turning to page 145 [page 285, present edition] and reading from the commencement of the chapter you will see that the statements 
made refer to the deliverance of the saints from the time of trouble by the voice of God. Please obtain this book if you do not have it, and 
read the statements therein. They are just as printed from the first article published. ‘The sky opened and shut, and was in commotion.’ ‘The 
mountains shook like a reed in the wind, and cast out ragged rocks all around. The sea boiled like a pot, and cast out stones upon the 
ground. And as God spoke the day and hour of Jesus' coming, and delivered the everlasting covenant to His people, He spoke one 
sentence and then paused while the words were rolling through the earth.’  {1SM 75.3} 
     This is a portion of the paragraph. The statements in pages 11 and 27 [pages 15 and 34, present edition] refer to the same time. They 
contain all that I have ever been shown in regard to the definite time of the Lord's coming.” {1SM 75.4} 

4. Note: At this point, let read, analyze, and compare Early Writings, page 285 with Early Writings, page 15.
 “It was at midnight that God chose to deliver His people [Daniel 12:1]. As the wicked were mocking around them, suddenly 
the sun appeared, shining in his strength, and the moon stood still...But there was one clear place of settled glory, whence came the voice 
of God like many waters, shaking the heavens and the earth. There was a mighty earthquake. The graves were opened, and those who 
had died in faith under the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty beds, glorified, to hear the 
covenant of peace that God was to make with those who had kept His law.” {EW 285.1}
 “The sky opened and shut and was in commotion. The mountains shook like a reed in the wind and cast out ragged rocks all 
around. The sea boiled like a pot and cast out stones upon the land. And as God spoke the day and the hour of Jesus' coming and 
delivered the everlasting covenant to His people, He spoke one sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through 
the earth. The Israel of God stood with their eyes fixed upward, listening to the words as they came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled 
through the earth like peals of loudest thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence the saints shouted, ‘Glory! Hallelujah!’ 
Their countenances were lighted up with the glory of God, and they shone with glory as did the face of Moses when he came 
down from Sinai. The wicked could not look upon them for the glory. And when the never-ending blessing was pronounced on those 
who had honored God in keeping His Sabbath holy, there was a mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his image.” {EW 
285.2}  
5. What is the name of the group that will overcome the Beast, the Image, and the Mark of the Beast? Revelation 14:1-3; 
Revelation 15:2,3________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. According to the Early Writings, page 285, who comprise the group that will give the mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his 
image, which is the song of Moses and the Lamb?______________________________________________________________________
7. Let us analyze the following quotation in light of the points that we have already discovered. “And they sing ‘a new song’ before 
the throne, a song which no man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses and the Lamb--a 
song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience--an 
experience such as no other company have ever had. ‘These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.’ These, having 
been translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted as ‘the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb.’ Revelation 15:2, 3; 14:1-5. 
‘These are they which came out of great tribulation;’ they have passed through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation; they have endured the anguish of the time of Jacob's trouble; they have stood without an intercessor through the final 
outpouring of God's judgments. But they have been delivered, for they have ‘washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.’” {GC 648.3} 
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7. Note: Many people still refuse to accept the previous conclusions regarding the 144,000, because they were taught that the 144,000 will 
not see death. Let us study the context of the 144,000 being translated without seeing death, which is in harmony with all the previous 
conclusions.
8. Which death are the 144,000 delivered from?________________________________________________________________________
 “I saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield 
their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them 
to death... Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch over them. God 
would be honored by making a covenant with those who had kept His law, in the sight of the heathen round about them; and 
Jesus would be honored by translating, without their seeing death, the faithful, waiting ones who had so long expected Him.”  {EW 
282.2} 

9. Note: It is obvious that God desires to make a covenant and translate the saints (the 144,000) without the wicked being able to kill them. 
However, God does not fulfill His desire in this chapter entitled The Time of Trouble in Early Writings, page 282. The Lord fulfills that desire 
in the following chapter entitled Deliverance of the Saints, Early Writings, page 285. Both chapters are sequential.

10a. During which period does the Special Resurrection take place? Daniel 12:1,2_____________________________________________
10b. During the great Time of Trouble, what specifically takes place? Psalm 91:1-15; Job 38:22,23_________________________________
10c. During the pouring out of which plague does the Special Resurrection take place? Answer: The Seventh Plague and after Jesus says, 
“It is done.” Compare the following to confirm. Revelation 16:17,18; Matthew 27:50-52.
 “It is at midnight that God manifests His power for the deliverance of His people...In the midst of the angry heavens is one clear 
space of indescribable glory, whence comes the voice of God like the sound of many waters, saying: ‘It is done.’ Revelation 16:17. That 
voice shakes the heavens and the earth. There is a mighty earthquake, ‘such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great.’ Verses 17, 18. The firmament appears to open and shut...Prison walls are rent asunder, and God's people, who 
have been held in bondage for their faith, are set free. Graves are opened, and ‘many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth. . . 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.’ Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the faith of the 
third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept His law. 
‘They also which pierced Him’ (Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the most violent opposers of 
His truth and His people, are raised to behold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.”  {GC 637.1}  

11. Note: A hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of whom are sealed? Revelation 7:4______________________________
Note: Israel, Jacob, had more than 12 children. However, the 12 tribes (12 thousand from each tribe) pertaining to Jacob were male 
children. It is a high possibility that the 144,000 are just the faithful and sealed men. Throughout scripture when a census is taken or the 
sum total of the nation (the 12 tribes) only the men are counted and not the women and children. See Exodus 12:37; Numbers 26:1-51; 
John 6:10.

12. Who appeared to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration? Matthew 17:1-3; Luke 9:27-31_____________________________________
13. What does this scene represent? Who do Moses and Elijah represent?___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 “Moses upon the mount of transfiguration was a witness to Christ's victory over sin and death. He represented those who shall 
come forth from the grave at the resurrection of the just. Elijah, who had been translated to heaven without seeing death, 
represented those who will be living upon the earth at Christ's second coming, and who will be ‘changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;’ when ‘this mortal must put on immortality,’ and ‘this corruptible must put on incorruption.’ 1 Corinthians 
15:51-53. Jesus was clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appear when He shall come ‘the second time without sin unto salvation.’ 
For He will come ‘in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.’ Hebrews 9:28; Mark 8:38. The Savior's promise to the disciples was now 
fulfilled. Upon the mount the future kingdom of glory was represented in miniature,--Christ the King, Moses a representative of the 
risen saints, and Elijah of the translated ones”.  {DA 421.4} 

14. Since Moses represents the resurrected righteous saints, how many resurrections are there for the righteous? List the two resurrections 
for the righteous. ________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Who does Stephen Haskell, a pioneer of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, say that Moses represent, in one sense?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Their song is called the song of Moses and the Lamb. Moses, the servant of God, who gazed into the land of promise from the 
height of Pisgah, and then lay down to sleep on the very borders of the inheritance, is the type of those who in the closing message look 
into eternity, but lie down in the grave until the appearing of their Lord. Christ Himself came to earth, and claimed the body of Moses. 
He did not wait until all came from their graves. So those who have fallen asleep, having the seal of God, will have a special 
resurrection, and will be called forth to hear the covenant of peace, and to behold their Lord as He comes in the clouds of heaven. 
These join their voices with those who tell their life story of Christ the Lamb,-a story of sacrifice and love. ‘Great and marvelous are 
Thy works, Lord God Almighty,’ and the response comes, ‘Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.’ This is a song of ‘victory over 
the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name.’ Standing on the crystal sea, resplendent with the 
glory of God, they sing the songs of soul union with Jehovah. This is the consummation of the history as related in the thirteenth chapter of 
Revelation.” {1905 SNH, SSP 252.1} 



16. Why did death reign from Adam to Moses? Compare Romans 5:14 with Jude 9_____________________________________________
17. Before what process did the Lord resurrect Moses? Consider Acts 2:27,31; Luke 24:46______________________________________
 “Moses passed through death, but Michael came down and gave him life before his body had seen corruption. Satan tried 
to hold the body, claiming it as his; but Michael resurrected Moses and took him to heaven. Satan railed bitterly against God, denouncing 
Him as unjust in permitting his prey to be taken from him; but Christ did not rebuke His adversary, though it was through his temptation that 
the servant of God had fallen. He meekly referred him to His Father, saying, ‘The Lord rebuke thee.’"  {EW 164.2} 

18. What was Moses’ experience, in order to be a part of the special resurrection? Hebrews 11:24-28_______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. When Jesus saw Moses and Elijah, and who they both represent (Luke 9:29-31), I believe the words of Isaiah 53:11 came to His mind. 
Write your thoughts._______________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Since Jesus suffered especially for the groups of people that Moses and Elijah represent, how should we respond? Hebrews 12:1-4
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21. Since the 144,000 will have special privileges in heaven, what are we counseled to do?______________________________________
 “Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand (RH March 9, 
1905).”  {7BC 970.10}

22. Who do the 144,000 follow? Revelation 14:1________________________________________________________________________
 “In all ages the Savior's chosen have been educated and disciplined in the school of trial. They walked in narrow paths on earth; 
they were purified in the furnace of affliction. For Jesus' sake they endured opposition, hatred, calumny. They followed Him through 
conflicts sore; they endured self-denial and experienced bitter disappointments. By their own painful experience they learned the evil 
of sin, its power, its guilt, its woe; and they look upon it with abhorrence. A sense of the infinite sacrifice made for its cure humbles them in 
their own sight and fills their hearts with gratitude and praise which those who have never fallen cannot appreciate. They love much because 
they have been forgiven much. Having been partakers of Christ's sufferings, they are fitted to be partakers with Him of His glory.”  {GC 
649.1}  

Additional Statements From Seventh-Day Adventist Pioneers
JOHN LOUGHBOROUGH:   SOME persons, more especially since 1894, have claimed that none will be reckoned among the 144,000 but 
those who lived until the second coming of Christ; and that this must be so, for according to Rev.14:3,4, they are "redeemed from among 
men," and "from the earth." According to Daniel 12, there is a partial resurrection in the "time of trouble," just before Christ's second coming. 
We read: "At that time shall Michael stand up, . . . And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Surely those who awake to everlasting life will be alive and "among men," when Christ 
comes. {1916 JNL, QSM 22.1} 
If, in 1848-1850, persons were being sealed, we would naturally expect they would be of those wakened to everlasting life, and so be with 
the 144,000. Of this resurrection we read in "Early Writings," "Spiritual Gifts," old edition, page 145: "There was one clear place of settled 
glory, whence came the voice of God like many waters, shaking the heavens and the earth. There was a mighty earthquake. The graves 
were opened, and those who had died in faith under the third angel's message, keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty beds, 
glorified, to hear the covenant of peace that God was to make with those who had kept His law."  {1916 JNL, QSM 22.2} 
In "Spiritual Gifts," pages 145, 146, we read: "As God spoke the day and the hour of Jesus' coming, and delivered the everlasting covenant 
to His people, He spoke one sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through the earth. The Israel of God stood with their 
eyes fixed upwards, listening to the words as they came from the mouth of Jehovah and rolled through the earth like peals of loudest 
thunder. It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence the saints shouted, Glory! Hallelujah! Their countenances were lighted up with 
the glory of God, and they shone with glory as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai (glorified). The wicked could not look 
upon them for the glory. And when the never-ending blessing was pronounced on those who had honored God, in keeping His Sabbath holy, 
there was a mighty shout of victory over the beast and over his image." {1916 JNL, QSM 23.1} 
Of the same we read in "Testimonies for the Church," volume 1, page 59: "Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us 
the day and hour of Jesus' coming. The living saints, 144,000 in number (remember that the resurrected Sabbath keepers are then among 
the living saints), knew and understood the voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. When God spake the time, He 
poured upon us the Holy Spirit, and our faces began to light up and shine with the glory of God, as Moses' did when he came down from 
Mount Sinai. {1916 JNL, QSM 24.1}
"The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads were the words 'God.' 'New Jerusalem,' and a glorious star containing 
Jesus' new name. At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us into prison, 
when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and they would fall helpless to the ground." {1916 JNL, QSM 24.2} 
If it be claimed that none will be numbered among the 144,000 but those who live until Christ's second coming, without tasting death, what 
about those Sabbath keepers who in 1848 to 1850 were being sealed? There are not a half dozen of those now alive who were then keeping 
the Sabbath. If they were then sealed, they will be among those resurrected to eternal life at the voice of God.  {1916 JNL, QSM 24.3}



There are some things connected with the case of Sister White that have a bearing on the matter of the 144,000. She is now at rest. But as 
reported in her first vision, "Experience and Views," is an account of what is to take place in the kingdom: "Zion was just before us, and on the 
mount was a glorious temple, and about it were seven other mountains, on which grew roses and lilies. . . . As we were about to enter the 
holy temple, Jesus raised His lovely voice and said, 'Only the 144,000 enter this place,' and we shouted, "Alleluia." It seems, however, that in 
this view of things to occur in the new earth, she entered that temple; for she said: "This temple was supported by seven pillars, all of 
transparent gold, set with pearls most glorious. The wonderful things I there saw, I cannot describe. . . . I saw there tables of stone in which 
the names of the 144,000 were engraved in letters of gold. After we beheld the glory of the temple we went out, and Jesus left us, and went to 
the city." From this we would surely conclude that in the new earth, Sister White would be one of the 144,000. 1 {1916 JNL, QSM 25.1} 
On page 33 of "Experience and Views," old edition, she speaks of what the angel told her while she was viewing Saturn: "I begged of my 
attending angel to let me remain in that place. I could not bear the thought of coming back to this dark world again. Then the angel said, 'You 
must go back, and if you are faithful, you, with the 144,000, shall have the privilege of visiting all the worlds and viewing the handiwork of 
God.'" That surely looks like some of the 144,000 being of those who will have been raised from the dead.  {1916 JNL, QSM 25.2} 
Notwithstanding these facts in the testimonies presented, it is still urged by some, that what is said in "Great Controversy," page 649, shows 
that the 144,000 will be composed wholly of those who have never died. Let us see what is said, and the condition under which the said 
statement occurs. Here it is: "These having been translated from the earth, from among the living, are counted as 'the first fruits unto God and 
to the Lamb.' (The Sabbath keepers resurrected to eternal life will surely be among the living at Christ's second coming.) 'These are they 
which came out of great tribulation;' they have passed through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation." That trouble 
of the nations will be under the sixth plague; and it is at that time, according to Dan.12:1, that the partial resurrection will take place, bringing 
up the sealed Sabbath keepers. This will be when the seventh plague is yet to come. Of the situation at that time, we read in "Experience and 
Views," page 29: "These plagues enrage the wicked against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon 
them, and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them to 
cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's trouble. Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered 
by the voice of God. The 144,000 triumphed. Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God." We have already seen that this glorification 
takes place with the resurrected Sabbath keepers, as well as those who had not died, when God delivers the everlasting covenant on those 
who had honored Him by keeping His Sabbath.  {1916 JNL, QSM 26.1} 
Of this scene we read in "Spiritual Gifts," page 143: "I saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of the land, giving orders 
that unless the saints should yield their peculiar faith, give up the Sabbath and observe the first day of the week, the people were at liberty, 
after a certain time, to put them to death. . . . Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His 
angels watch over them. God would be honored by making a covenant with those who had kept His law, in the sight of the heathen round 
about them; and Jesus would be honored by translating, without their seeing death, the faithful, waiting ones who had so long expected Him." 
Keeping the law "in the sight of the heathen" was in the sight of these inquisitors who had the decree to put them to death, and not to death in 
an ordinary sense, under calm conditions.  {1916 JNL, QSM 27.1} 
It is from this testimony, "translating, without seeing death," that the claim has been made that none will be among the sealed 144,000 but 
those who live until Christ's actual second coming. We see that the death they are saved from is the death permitted by the "papers 
circulated." Bear in mind that the resurrected Sabbath keepers are included among the covenantees. So they are to be translated at Christ's 
coming, without suffering the threatened death. By this decree, they are brought into "the time of Jacob's trouble." His trouble was the news 
that Esau was coming with four hundred armed men. Unless the Lord should aid him, it looked like death to him and his whole family. {1916 
JNL, QSM 28.1} 
There is another testimony from "Great Controversy," page 649, used by those who claim that none who have died in the message will be 
among the 144,000: "They have stood without an intercessor through the final outpouring of God's judgments. But they have been delivered, 
for they have 'washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.' . . . They have seen the earth wasted with famine and 
pestilence, the sun having power to scorch men with great heat, and they themselves have endured suffering, hunger, and thirst." This is 
what is said of the whole of 144,000, and in part will be true of the resurrected Sabbath keepers; for they endure the time of Jacob's trouble. 
They are raised under the sixth plague, and see the final outpouring of God's judgments under the seventh plague, and are among those 
delivered from this decree of death. {1916 JNL, QSM 29.1} 
In "Spiritual Gifts," pages 146, 147, we read still further of what will take place with the living resurrected and living Sabbath keepers, after the 
voice of God declaring the everlasting covenant, when the wicked were enraged against them: "Soon appeared the great white cloud, upon 
which sat the Son of man. When it first appeared in the distance, this cloud looked very small. The angel said that it was the sign of the Son 
of man. As it drew nearer the earth, we could behold the excellent glory and majesty of Jesus as He rode forth to conquer. . . . His 
countenance was as bright as the noonday sun, His eyes were as a flame of fire, and His feet had the appearance of fine brass. His voice 
sounded like many musical instruments. The earth trembled before Him, the heavens departed as a scroll when it is rolled together, and every  
mountain and island were moved out of their places. . . . Those who a short time before would have destroyed God's faithful children from the 
earth, now witness the glory of God which rested upon them. And amid all their terror they heard the voices of the saints in joyful strains, 
saying, 'Lo, this is our God, we have waited for Him, and He will save us.' The earth mightily shook as the voice of the Son of God called forth 
the sleeping saints. They responded to the call, and came forth clothed with glorious immortality, crying, Victory, victory, over death and the 
grave! O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? Then the living saints and the resurrected ones raised their voices in a long, 
transporting shout of victory. Those bodies that had gone down into the grave bearing the marks of disease and death, came up in immortal 
health and vigor. The living saints are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and caught up with the resurrected ones, and together 
they meet their Lord in the air. Oh, what a glorious meeting! Friends whom death had separated, were united, never more to part." {1916 JNL, 
QSM 29.2}



If there is still a doubt of the resurrected Sabbath keepers' being numbered with the 144,000, consider the following from Sister White's words 
in 1909. At the general Conference in 1909, Elder Irwin had a stenographer accompany him in a call upon Sister White. He wished to ask her 
some questions, and have an exact copy of the words of the questions, and the exact words of the replies. Among other questions was this 
one: "Will those who have died in the message be among the 144,000?" In reply, Sister White said: "Oh, yes, those who have died in the faith 
will be among the 144,000. I am clear on that matter." These were the exact words of question and answer, as Brother Irwin permitted me to 
copy from his stenographer's report. {1916 JNL, QSM 31.1}

URIAH SMITH:  And lastly do the 144,000 represent only those who have never passed through death? - Not at all. The conditions of the 
prophecy make it necessary that many who are now in their grave should be included in the 144,000. The third message of Revelation 14 is 
the sealing message of Revelation 7. Though in different chapters, and presented under different circumstances, they are not two messages, 
but one and the same thing. The third message will therefore result in fitting 144,000 for the coming of the Lord. This is called, in Revelation 
7, sealing them with the seal of the living God in their foreheads. The seal of God being the Sabbath, the work brought to view is the message 
which involves the Sabbath reform movement of these days. Then all those who have a genuine religious experience terminating in this 
movement, must of course be included in the number of those who are sealed by the message. Their connection with the message results in 
their being sealed; and being sealed results in their salvation. Now there are many who are in their graves, who will be saved, whose whole 
religious experience, from a state of sin to full acceptance with God, has been in connection with this message. They will be saved because 
of this experience. Are not such sealed by this message? - Most assuredly. But the message seals only 144,000. Therefore such must come 
up from their graves, and be counted among the 144,000. {ND UrS, S144 6.1} 
But it may be said that the time has not yet come when anyone is sealed; and the ones referred to are dead; and how can dead men be 
sealed? Let such ask themselves the question, How can dead men be saved? They can be sealed in the same way that Daniel, long dead, 
can stand, as he did stand, in his lot at the end of the 2300 days. The record of the sealing message goes upon the books above. Those 
whose experience has led them into that message have their names there. If they die in that message, when their names come up in the 
Judgement, they are written among those sealed by the message. It can be no other way; for in that company their closing religious 
experience (and in many cases their only religious experience) found them. And this explains what the voice from heaven commanded John 
to write: "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth (that is, from the beginning of the third message): Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them." Though resting quietly in their graves, they are numbered at last among 
the 144,000 just the same as if they had lived all the years of their slumbering, and passed through all the toils and trials and conflicts which 
the living have to endure. This view gives to Rev.14:13 its wonderful significance, of which it is entirely robbed by any other position. Those 
who deny that those who die under the third message can be numbered among the 144,000, fail to see the connection between that 
message and Rev.7:1-8. {ND UrS, S144 7.1} 
It is urged, further, that the 144,000 must all be those who have never died, because they are "redeemed from the earth" and are "redeemed 
from among men." But this is no objection; for these very expressions will apply to those who have died in the Lord under this message, as 
well as to those who never die. It will be asked how this can be; and the answer is that they come up in the special resurrection, embracing a 
limited number of both righteous and wicked, as mentioned in Dan.12:2 and Rev.1:7. Those who, in this resurrection, come up to everlasting 
life (though not then made immortal) are those who belong to the 144,000 because they have died in the message; and those who rise to 
shame and contempt are those who had a part in Christ's crucifixion, and perhaps others in different ages, especially the last, who have 
shown pre-eminent activity in opposing the work of God. That such a resurrection, embracing these characters, will take place, the scriptures 
referred to plainly enough affirm; and the only point where the prophecies make a place for its occurrence is at the time mentioned in Rev.
16:17. This is at the beginning of the seventh plague, when the great voice out of the temple of heaven from the throne utters the solemn 
words, "It is done!" This voice shakes both heaven and earth, but speaks deliverance to the people of God. Jer.25:30; Joel 3:16; Heb.
12:26,28. Of this time, "Great Controversy," pages 636,637, speaks very clearly, as follows: "That voice shakes the heavens and the 
earth. . . . Graves are opened, and 'many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth . . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.' All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's 
covenant of peace with those who have kept His law. 'They also which pierced Him,' those that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, 
and the most violent opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to behold Him in His glory, and to see the honor placed upon the loyal 
and obedient." {ND UrS, S144 7.2}
Who are those here referred to "who have kept His law"? - Those, certainly who have been engaged in the Sabbath reform movement of 
these last days; and from this it appears that those who have died in this work are still regarded, in God's sight, as an integral part of the living 
company; for when the covenant of peace is spoken to them, those of them who are then in their graves are raised up to hear it with the 
living. They are raised up glorified; and the living saints are then also glorified; but none of them are made immortal. This is shown by the 
following words from page 45 of the same book. Speaking of the moment when Christ appears, it says: "The living righteous are changed' in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.' At the voice of God (referred to above) they (the living saints) were glorified; now they are made 
immortal, and with the risen saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air." But those who were raised at the voice of God to hear the 
covenant of peace with the living, were also glorified at that time (another point of identity), and of course are made immortal when the rest of 
the company are changed to that condition. Now look at these risen ones. They came up at the voice of God, quite a space of time before the 
Lord appears; they are raised to the plane of mortality only; they take their stand with the living saints, as a part of them, and though glorified, 
not yet made immortal; they come up to the day of Christ's appearing in the same condition as the saints who have never died, and then, with 
them, are made immortal, changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Thus these are just as 
emphatically "redeemed from the earth," and "redeemed from among men," as those who do not go into the grave at all. In this connection 
the pioneers of the third angel's message are deserving of a passing thought. Imagine such men as Elder James White, Elder J. N. Andrews, 
and Elder Joseph Bates, who led out in the beginning of this work, who identified themselves as fully as men could with this message, whose 



 

whole souls were absorbed in the grand thought of helping to call out a sufficient number to join them in the work to make up the privileged and 
happy company of 144,000, and who went down in death with their hearts and minds full of this blessed anticipation - imagine such men waking 
up after what will seem to them no longer time than the tick of a clock, and finding that they have dropped out of their coveted position, and are 
no part of the 144,000! The idea is not supposable. If it is, then to die in this message, instead of being the blessing which the voice from heaven 
proclaimed it to be, is about the greatest calamity that can befall a believer. This is not possible. {ND UrS, S144 8.1} 
Finally, it may be said that those who die in the message cannot be a part of the 144,000; this company come "out of great tribulation" (Rev.
7:14), which would not be of those who sleep in the grave till six of the seven plagues are fulfilled. This conclusion should hardly be accepted 
without a little further consideration. Mark the situation. Raised at the beginning of the seventh plague, they pass through the whole period of 
that judgment, and witness all its accumulated calamities. From certain passages of scripture it is to be concluded that the plagues will cover the 
space of one year. This would give nearly two months after the seventh vial began to be poured out, before the end. But the plagues are 
cumulative. The first does not cease when the second begins; but the second adds its horrors to the first, the third adds to the others, and so on 
to the seventh. In the seventh is therefore found the climax of them all. And thus whatever degree of inconvenience and suffering falls to the lot 
of the saint on account of the plagues (and they will not be free from this, though the plagues themselves do not touch them. See "Great 
Controversy," page 629), whatever sounds of anguish the others hear, and whatever sights of woe and desolation and despair the others see, 
those who are raised at the voice of God will hear and see and pass through, the same as those who have not been through death. The 
accumulative horrors of the seventh plague will overbalance all the others; and those who are delivered from it may be said to have come "out of 
great tribulation," though having no experience with the other six. {ND UrS, S144 9.1} 
Thus the evidence seems clear and conclusive that the 144,000 are gathered from the last generation before Christ comes; that they are 
brought out by the third angel's message; that even those of them who die in the message are blessed, being restored to the number by 
resurrection before Christ appears; and that all crowned at last with the peculiar privilege of composing the cabinet of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, to follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth (Rev.14:4), joyful in His constant presence, and sustained by His unfailing grace. Rev.
7:15,17. {ND UrS, S144 10.1} 

STEPHEN HASKELL:  Entering the temple, the one hundred and forty-four thousand sing a new song before the throne and before the four 
beasts and before the four and twenty elders. Song, with the redeemed, is not only the repetition of words, but the pouring forth of the inmost 
soul. Only he who knows of soul-development can tune his voice to the melody of heaven. And of all the choirs which make heaven's arches 
ring, none compare with the music which issues from this little company. No other voice can join their song. Heaven is silent as they lift their 
voices, and tell the story of their redemption. Margin {1905 SNH, SSP 251.2} Their song is called the song of Moses and the Lamb. Moses, the 
servant of God, who gazed into the land of promise from the height of Pisgah, and then lay down to sleep on the very borders of the inheritance, 
is the type of those who in the closing message look into eternity, but lie down in the grave until the appearing of their Lord. Christ Himself came 
to earth, and claimed the body of Moses. He did not wait until all came from their graves. So those who have fallen asleep, having the seal of 
God, will have a special resurrection, and will be called forth to hear the covenant of peace, and to behold their Lord as He comes in the clouds 
of heaven. These join their voices with those who tell their life story of Christ the Lamb,-a story of sacrifice and love. "Great and marvelous are 
Thy works, Lord God Almighty," and the response comes, "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints." This is a song of "victory over the 
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name." Standing on the crystal sea, resplendent with the glory of God, 
they sing the songs of soul union with Jehovah. This is the consummation of the history as related in the thirteenth chapter of Revelation. {1905 
SNH, SSP 252.1} 


